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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello everyone,
On behalf of MDS I would like to extend a warm welcome to our entire
membership and all our new members. For those of you who do not
know me, I will be serving as the MDS President this year. I am truly
honored to have this opportunity and will try and fulfil my duty to the
best of my ability.
This has been a particularly challenging year for us all amidst the
COVID19 pandemic. Having said that, we at MDS are here to serve
and support all of you in any way we can. Please reach out to any
of the members of our executive board should you need support,
assistance, or advice as we are all here to help.

Dr. Chandini Hudson

COVID19 has changed the way we have traditionally held meetings and events. For now, to maintain
safety and compliance with all COVID19 protocol we will be holding our membership meetings
virtually via ZOOM. Please look out for pertinent information about these meetings, invited speakers,
associated CE credits etc. which will be sent out to you all via email. We sure do hope to be able to
resume all our in-person meetings soon enough.
I would like to thank Dr. DiGerolamo our Past President for her service last year and would like to
welcome Dr. Saad who will serve as MDS secretary this year. A special acknowledgement to all our
other Executive Board members without whom MDS would not be possible.
We have several exciting events/meetings planned as we move forward this year. So please mark
your calendars when you hear from us. We will keep you posted on all relevant updates regarding
these.
Have a great summer and please feel free to reach out to us with any suggestions or feedback. I look
forward to seeing you all at our next virtual meeting.

Mercer Dental Society Calendar 2020-21
Members: All Meetings & Dinners are Complimentary
Non Members: First Meeting is Complimentary after that $55
Email RSVP To: Jolanta Matusiak-Gora, Executive Secretary, MDS execsec.mds@gmail.com
Mail Checks/RSVP To: Jolanta Matusiak-Gora, Executive Secretary, MDS
Prosthodontics of Princeton, PC, 601 Ewing St, Suite B-4, Princeton, NJ 08540
Registration and payments for meetings can also be made at https://www.mercerdentalsociety.com/

Tuesday, September 15th, 2020

Tuesday, November 17th, 2020

Time: 6:30 PM TO 9:30 PM

Time: 6:30 PM TO 9:30 PM

Virtual format

Virtual format

2 CE

2 CE

NJDA OFFICERS VISITATION

CONE BEAM COMPUTED
TOMOGRAPHY & ITS
APPLICATIONS IN DENTISTRY Dr. Chanda Kale

Registration is required!!
NJDA OFFICERS ATTENDING:
NJDA President: Dr. Mitchell Weiner
NJDA President Elect: Dr. Luciano Ghisalberti
NJDA Executive Director: Arthur Meisel

Please join us for our Annual Officers
Visitation meeting. The Officers will provide
updates on state issues, new regulations
and interpretations on insurance benefits,
member benefits and on Fluoridation. The
officers will also respond to any concerns
the members might have, especially
related to the pandemic.

Tuesday, January 19th, 2021
Time: 6:30 PM TO 9:30 PM
Virtual format
2 CE

REVIEW OF
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Dr. Shahid Aziz

Tuesday, March 16th, 2021

Tuesday, May 18th, 2021

Time: 6:30 PM TO 9:30 PM

Time: 6:30 PM TO 9:30 PM

Location: TBD (Either in person
or virtual format)

Location: TBD (Either in
person or virtual format)

2 CE

2 CE

Topic: TBD

HACK ATTACK:
CYBERSECURITY FOR
THE DENTAL OFFICE

Dr. Roger Levine

HTI Consultants, Parsippany

Tuesday, November 17th, 2020
Time: 6:30 PM TO 9:30 PM
Virtual format
2 CE

CONE BEAM COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY & ITS
APPLICATIONS IN DENTISTRY

Dr. Chanda Kale
Outline
•
•
•
•

•

Discuss background and science of CBCT scan technology.
Review radiographic interpretation of CBCT scan imaging comparing 3-D scans to traditional
2-D radiography. Highlighting similarities and difference between the 2 modalities.
Discuss radiation dosage differences between CBCT scan vs traditional radiography
Discuss and give clinical examples of CBCT scans and their use in various disciplines of
dentistry: periodontics and implant placement, oral surgery, endodontics, orthodontics and
general dentistry
Review aspects of CBCT and CAD-CAM foe optimal digital workflow in the dental practice.

Learning objectives:
•
•
•
•

Participants should gain an understanding of the basic science of CBCT scans and how it
varies from traditional 2-D radiography.
Participants should become familiar radiographic interpretation 2-D and CBCT scans
Participants should learn how conversion from 2-D to 3_d imaging can improve diagnosis,
treatment planning and the overall patient experience.
Participants should understand how CBCT scans can be utilized in the different dental
disciplines

Treasurers Report
Dear members - I hope that you and yours are all well and healthy. Some
quick updates for you all:
•

We have a new accountant - Michael Holk from BKC CPA’s PC. He
specializes in accounting for non-profit organizations. He also
provides accounting services for the NJDA. Michael is currently
working on our taxes for the 19-20’ fiscal year.

•

The Treasury Committee (Dr. Lorraine Kosztyu, Dr. Mariya Brown,
Dr. Ronald Saffar and myself) have put together a budget for the 2021’ fiscal year. Once Mr. Holk finishes our taxes for the 19-20’ fiscal
year I will be sending an updated budget to the MDS Executive Board
for their review and then to all of you for your review and eventual
vote for ratification

•

From a fiscal point of view we are in good shape. Given that we have
not had an in person member meeting for quite a time, operating
expenses are lower than usual.

Dr. Michael Scalia
Treasurer, MDS

Should you have any questions about Treasury related items, please let me know. My email
is: smilemichael@me.com.
Annual Session
The dinner dance has been rescheduled tentatively for next April 25,
2021. That may change again.
Family Picnic: as of now it is still scheduled for September 13 at noon.
Rest rooms are open, picnic and play areas are open.

Dr. Neal Gittleman

Anniversary event on October 25, 2020, is no longer an in-person event.
Possibly a zoom event.

Council on Government and Public Affairs

Dr. Fred Babinowich

The New Jersey Delegation to the ADA House of Delegates met by Zoom. The
main item involved electing the new Fourth District Trustee. Richard Kahn and
Frank Graham were the two candidates running for the position. Both candidates
were highly qualified having served leadership positions at the county, state, and
national levels. After presenting their statements on why they should be elected to
the office of trustee the delegation voted. Frank Graham won and will now be the
Fourth District Trustee.
Next on the agenda is the meeting of the entire Caucus which involves New Jersey
and several adjacent states as well as the armed services. The meeting will be
virtual. At that meeting the delegates will discuss the various resolutions that will
appear before the House of Delegates and decide on whether or not the Caucus
agrees or disagrees with the resolution. The ADA House of Delegates meeting will
also be virtual.

COUNCIL ON DENTAL BENEFITS
August 2020

Dr. Sid Whitman

•

The NJDA Building Capital Campaign formed to fund the recent
renovations and redecoration of our Building on RT. 1 in North
Brunswick has made significant progress towards our goal of
$750,000. We are presently at $501,600. MDS, along with many
other components have pledged $2000/ year for 5 years. A special
thanks to all of our members who have made individual pledges.

•

Many dentists are finding it difficult to reserve OR time since the
pandemic. This is due to the fact that some hospitals and
surgicenters would rather use their facilities for procedures that
generate more money for the entity. This is a growing trend
throughout the country.

•

In the recent ADA HPI questionnaire that all ADA members received a survey is being
conducted to determine the scope of the problem. Pediatric dentists in general are doing less
office sedation and more hospital dentistry since the pandemic for those patients that have acute
situational anxiety.

•

The next meeting of the Council on Dental Benefits is scheduled for 9/16/20.

•

Dental Life Line Network which has surpassed $25,000,000 in donated dentistry since its
inception recently rehired a 2nd coordinator to help process patients. As a result, we have
shortened the waiting list for services.

•

CMS recently named an interim Chief Dental Officer. This position has been vacant for 3 years.
This is an important step since presently there are 60 Chief Medical Officers. We need
representation in all levels of government.

•

Dr. Darwin Hayes, the State Dental Director is proving to be an excellent advocate for dentistry.
He is a member of MDS.

•

The ADA Medicaid Providers Advisory Committee advises all dentists who treat Medicaid
patients to review the Medicaid Providers Reference Manual which can be found on the ADA
website. This is an important guide to navigating the Medicaid system.

•

The Oral Health Coalition meets regularly with various state and educational entities, state board
members, the Dean of RSDM and various residency directors as well as MCO’s. Its mission is
improving access to care.

•

Amazon is now selling fluoride varnish and SDF to anyone who wants to purchase. These are
prescription items. It appears that consumers can purchase without an RX. I wonder what the NJ
State Board of Dentistry ‘s opinion will be.

•

This year’s incoming dental residents lost valuable clinic time in their dental school education.
Since the pandemic dental school education has faced a myriad of challenges which are difficult
to overcome. Recent graduates are intelligent but very green when it comes to experience. It is
anticipated that dental resident applications will increase as a result.

Some glimpses from the 2019-2020 MDS year!!

Keep updated
about MDS
meetings and
events, follow
Mercer Dental
Society on
Facebook.

NJDA Trustees Report
VIRTUAL MEETING DATE AUGUST 19, 2020
Due to the corona virus, all future meetings of the NJDA will be held
virtually including the House of Delegates meeting in November. Staff
is still available to aid members with any concerns.
The BOT reviewed the strength that advocacy brings regarding our
representation as a state (NJDA) and nationally (ADA). In this respect,
donating to our PAC fund is crucial.

Dr. Lorraine Kosztyu

Mr. Meisel continues to argue on our behalf regarding facial injectables
and the competence of dentists to perform these procedures on the
entire face (not just the peri-oral region).

Important to note is that by mid-September, the State Board of Dentistry will have met and decided
upon criteria for CE credits and what leniency will be allowed regarding virtual CE in regards to this
unusual year of distancing.
Crucial too, will be a discussion and decision by the Board regarding what a reasonable and fair fee
for PPE expenses are in dental offices during these unprecedented circumstances. At this time,
states are disallowing health care providers to institute temporary PPE fees specific to Co-Vid. In
fact, New York state is requiring that health care providers return collected fees to patients.
The next virtual meeting of the Board is Septmeber 16, 2020.
Please contact me with any questions at 609 896 1050

NJDA'S 150TH ANNIVERSARY HONOREES

In celebration of NJDA's 150th Anniversary, Dr. Sidney Whitman is being honored by Mercer
Dental Society for his Exceptional Performance. Dr, Sidney Whitman's latest accomplishment
is being a successful Chair of the capital campaign. The Association can extrapolate from his
known service to the community the level of Mercer Dental Society's appreciation.

